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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 2182 

E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS AEMR CB FR US 

SUBJECT: FRENCH EMBASSY ENCOURAGING VOLUNTARY DEPARTURE OF 
NON-ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL AND DEPENDENTS 

REF: PHNOM PENH 2102 

1. FRENCH CHARGE PAVEC ADVISED ME TODAY THAT HIS EMBASSY 
WILL BEGIN TO NOTIFY ALL MEMBERS OF THE RESIDENT FRENCH 
COMMUNITY (WHO NUMBER ABOUT 1,500 ALTOGETHER) THIS AFTER- 
NOON THAT IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE FOR PERSONS WHOSE PRESENCE 
IN CAMBODIA IS NOT ESSENTIAL, PARTICULARLY WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN, TO MAKE PREPARATIONS FOR EARLY DEPARTURE FROM 
THE COUNTRY. PAVEC EXPLINED THAT FRENCH TECHNICAL AS- 
SISTANCE PERSONNEL, WHO ARE MAINLY TEACHERS, WILL BE 
PERMITTED TO TAKE UP SAFEHAVEN IN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES 
FOR THE TIME BEING, AND IF THE EMERGENCY LASTS, MAY BE 
TRANSFERED TO OTHER COUNTRIES. PAVEC NOTED THAT THE 
CITY HAS BEEN UNDER ROCKET ATTACK FOR MORE THAN A MONTH 
ALREADY, AND HE REFERRED TO THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE 
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PRECARIOUS MILITARY SITUATION, FOR EXAMPLE THE SUCCESS- 
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FUL ATTACKS AGAINST THE MEKONG RIVER CONVOYS, ALL OF 
WHICH ARE WELL-KNOW TO EVERYONE IN PHNOM PENH. 

2. PAVEC SAID HE EXPECTED ONLY A SMALL NUMBER OF THE 
FRENCH COMMUNITY WOULD DEPART AT THIS TIME. HE THOUGHT 
THE FRENCH LYCEE WOULD BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO FUNCTION, 
ALTHOUGH SOME OF THE PRIMARY CLASSES MIGHT HAVE TO BE 
ABOLISHED OWING TO LACK OF TEACHING STAFF. CALMETTE 
HOSPITAL STAFF WOULD NOT BE AFFECTED, HE SAID (WHICH 

IS REASSURING FOR US). HE HOPED PRIMARILY TO REDUCE 
THE SIZE OF HIS COMMUNITY, ESPECIALLY BY MOVING OUT 
AS MANY WOMEN AND CHILDREN AS POSSIBLE. IN THIS 
CONNECTION HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE FRENCH CANNOT CALL 
IN AN AIRLIFT IF THE SITUATION SUDDENLY DETERIORATED, 

AND IT WAS THEREFORE ONLY PRUDENT TO REDUCE AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE THE NUMBER OF CITIZENS FOR WHICH THE 
FRENCH EMBASSY MUST BE RESPONSIBLE. 

3. PAVEC INFORMED ME THAT HE WOULD CALL ON THE GKR 
FOREIGN MINISTER THIS AFTERNOON TO ADVISE HIM OF THIS 
DECISION OFFICIALLY. HE READILY AGREED THAT THERE 
WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE AN ADVERSE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON 
THE MORALE OF THE KHMER, AND THAT OTHER FOREIGN COM- 
MUNITIES MIGHT DECIDE TO IMITATE THE FRENCH. 

4. PAVEC ASKED IF I HAD ANY "OBIECTION" TO THE COURSE 
OF ACTION HE PROPOSED TO TAKE. MY RESPONSE WAS THAT I 
GREATLY APPRECIATED RECEIVING THIS ADVANCE NOTICE FROM 
HIM PERSONALLY AND DIRECTLY, BUT IT WAS NOT FOR ME TO 
OBIECT OR OTHERWISE TAKE A POSITION ON A MATTER WHICH 
HIS MISSION AND COMMUNITY, LIKE ALL THE OTHERS, WOULD 
HAVE TO DECIDE FOR ITSELF. PAVEC THANKED ME ESPECIALLY 
FOR THE MILITARY BRIEFINGS WE HAVE BEEN GIVING TO HIS 
MILITARY ATTACHE. (THE LATTER HAS MET TWICE WITH THE 
DATT IN RECENT DAYS AND WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED 

IN HAVING AN ASSESSMENT OF THE THREAT TO POCHENTONG 
AND THE MEKONG RIVER LIFELINE TO THE CAPITAL.) 

5. COMMENT: IT IS A TRUISM THAT EVERYONE IN PHNOM 
PENH KEEPS ONE EYE TRAINED ON WHAT THE AMERICANS ARE 
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DOING, ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT WE HAVE THE BEST INFOR- 
MATION AVAILABLE ON THE TRUE NATURE OF THE MILITARY/SECURITY 
SITUATION PREVAILING. NEVERTHELESS, WHAT THE FRENCH 
COMMUNITY DOES IS OF SIGNAL IMPORTANCE BECAUSE OF ITS 
SIZE AND THE TRADITIONAL ROLE PLAYED BY THE FRENCH IN 
THIS COUNTRY FOR THE PAST CENTURY. THE FRENCH EMBASSY'S 
DECISION WILL BE INTERPRETED AS CONFIRMATION THAT THE 
SECURITY/MILITARY SITUATION IS DETERIORATING, ALTHOUGH 
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THOSE WHO THINK ABOUT THE MATTER WILL BE AWARE THAT 
THIS PARTIAL EVACUATION IS OCCURRING LATER IN THE 
DRY SEASON THIS YEAR THAN IT DID LAST YEAR, AND ONLY 
AFTER HUNDREDS OF ROCKETS HAVE BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST 
THE CAPITAL FOR MORE THAN A MONTH. WE THINK THE 
DECISIVE FACTOR IN PAVEC'S DECISION IS THE UNCERTAINTY 
OF WHETHER THE MEKONG WILL REMAIN OPEN TO NAVIGATION. 

WE WILL KEEP THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER ADDRESSEES 
ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AREA OF FOREIGN 
COMMUNITY REACTION TO THE CURRENT SITUATION. 

DEAN 
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